INTRODUCTION
Patients with obstructive jaundice are associated with an increased incidence ofperioperative complications, such as renal failure, sepsis, haemorrhagic disorders and endotoxaemia [1] [2] [3] [4] [5] 27, 28 . IL-6 production from 'jaundiced' monocyte is reported to be increased 29, 30 and this increase may be due to endotoxaemia which occurs in jaundiced patients. Increased IL-12 production may. therefore share a similar pathway, this deserves further studies.
In summary, peripheral blood monocyte from obstructive jaundiced patients showed a greatly increased IL-12 production in both benign and malignant aetiologies and this may contribute to the immune malfunction in these patients. There is a significant increased production from monocytes.
